
“ Then you will know the truth , and the truth will set you free.” 

                                      -JOHN 8:32 

In the book of John, Chapter 8, Jesus is speaking with a group of Jews ‘who had believed in him.’  The entire 
dialogue between He and them was really pertaining to committed discipleship, but something intriguing to 
me shines through.  Jesus said in verse 32, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  In 
verse 33 the people responded, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves to anyone.  
How can you say that we shall be set free?” For them to say that they have never been slaves is ludicrous.  As 
they conversed with one another, Roman soldiers occupied Jerusalem.  They carried coins in their purses that  
revealed Roman rule.  This is not to mention the 40 years they were bound to slavery in Egypt and the          
70-year Babylonian captivity.  For them to suggest that they had never been in bondage reveals the fact that 
they were in extreme denial.  From their perspective, they were free, but Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you,     
everyone who sins is a slave to sin….Now, if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  All in a couple of 
sentences, Jesus reveals the reality of their situation and offers the one, true source of freedom. 
 
For ten years of my life, I thought I was free.  I lived in a manner in which I did what I wanted to do and when 
I wanted to do it.  I did not consider repercussions or consequences.  My focus was not on the swath of      
destruction that I was leaving behind me. The way I saw it, I was free and nothing, or no one, inhibited that 
‘care-free’ mentality.  I had bought into the worldly value system which surmises that autonomy is freedom.  I 
eventually realized, by God’s divine grace, that I was, actually, a slave to sin and in a bondage that would soon 
lead to a physical death.  It was the moment of life-changing truth that invaded my soul and my perspective 
moving forward.  It was as if a ‘veil’ was removed, and I could see clearly that my life and my soul was in a 
tattered, pitiful, and lifeless condition.  Thank the Lord, His truth prevailed. 
 
Paul said in II Corinthians 3:16-17, “But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  Now the 
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” This is what I am speaking of and 
what takes place on a grand scale here at Dunklin.  On July 4th  ,we celebrated our independence as a country, 
but it’s always so much more than that for us.  Yes, this is important and extremely valuable, but our freedom   
resides in knowing and being a slave to Christ; we celebrate our dependence on Him.  Because of Jesus Christ 
and His truth, we have been set free and we are free indeed. The photos on the back page reflect this         
occasion. 
 
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” -
Galatians 5:1 
 
 
In freedom and love, 
 
 
 
 
Nick 
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