
 

“To God’s elect, exiles….who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and 
peace be yours in abundance.” These words were written by Peter in the beginning of his first letter.  He was 
writing to early Christians whom had been ostracized over the years.  They were exiles, foreigners, due to 
their newfound faith in Christ. They were undergoing severe persecution not only by fellow Jews, but also by 
the culture, and the Roman authorities.  Let us recall that Peter wrote this letter around 64 A.D. and was put 
to death himself around 68 A.D. Needless to say, they were facing situations that we have a hard time            
empathizing with. 
 
I would encourage everyone to read this beautiful letter from beginning to end.  Despite being written long 
ago for a particular group of people for a particular moment in history, it is a living word for us today. In the 
midst of the challenges and sufferings that these believers were contending with, Peter, through the           
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, encouraged the hearts of these ‘exiles’ with hope, life, and love.  He knew they 
were dealing with tremendous adversity and the expectation was that their temporal lives were  probably 
going to get worse; however, he wrote words that bolstered their faith and directed them clearly in not only 
how to cope, but how to thrive abundantly while facing these unfathomable scenarios. 
 
The words in this letter breathe excitement and joy into my soul.  Despite the fact that we are all facing      
unprecedented times, we can embrace the truth of knowing that the word of the Lord is true and endures  
forever.  Let me specify what Peter communicates to us in chapter 1:3, “Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ!  In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the                 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade.”     
Allow me to briefly comment on the words which are underlined. 
 
Something happens when we praise the Lord.  As we cast our gaze on Him we see His majesty and power.  
What seemed to be daunting and insurmountable becomes insignificant and powerless in comparison to 
Him.  This causes us to consider His great and awesome mercy.  None of us have received what we had    
coming.  Instead, He rescued us from our ‘self-destruction’ and gave us a new birth.  From this new life    
within, a living hope flows through us.  No matter what externals we may face, we have hope, temporally 
and eternally.  He has blessed us with an inheritance that cannot be taken from us.  We are His children and 
some day we will be with our Father in Heaven.  He has prepared a place for us.  We are exiles, foreigners, in 
this land. Peter then goes on to say, “In all this greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 
had to suffer grief…may they result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”   (I Peter 1:6-7) 
 
May you continue being filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy! 
 
 
 
Nick 
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