
 If you ever make it to Costa Rica you will see and hear the phrase, “Pura Vida!”  everywhere.   

Translated into English it means “pure life” or “simple life”. It seems to have caught on with the Costa Rican 

people as the unofficial motto of the country. It’s more than just a phrase, but a way of life, an attitude they 

carry that demonstrates gratitude, peace, and joy with a strong desire to live life to the fullest. 

 We had the opportunity to experience this way of life recently as a team from Dunklin embarked on a 

mission trip to San Ramon, Costa Rica in an effort to support a sister ministry, Dunklin Bercara.  We were 

mesmerized by the beauty of the country, the friendly nature of the people, and the amazing weather. What 

we found to be even more intriguing than all of that though was what we witnessed the Lord doing through 

this ministry.   

 In a small, rented house there are 8 men along with the founder, Roman, (pictured above) who are 

walking in freedom from their addiction through embracing a dynamic and personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  Roman,  himself, went through a program that Dunklin assisted in Costa Rica 20 years ago.  As time 

passed, he felt a call on his life to establish a regeneration program to give to others what was given to him.  

Thus, Dunklin Bercara began 13 years ago.   

 What is even more exciting is the fact that they were recently given a piece of property in the       

mountains to be able to develop for their program. For almost two years they have  been working hard to 

pioneer this land, making it conducive for the men to one day live there. They have steadily been clearing the 

land, and most recently, they were able to work with local authorities to get water and power lines to the 

site.  The next phase will be the construction of the first building, which will be a small dormitory for the 

men.  As soon as this happens they will begin living on-site in this ‘city of refuge’ that God has miraculously 

given to them.  
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 Prayer, prayer, and more prayer! 

 Scholarships for men in the program and SLT 

 Scholarships for families in Family Development and SLT 

 Hotel room renovation remodel 

 Donations of cars for camp vehicles  

 

 We were able to support them in these efforts by helping them set up and learn how to operate a 

wood mizer and blade sharpener so that they can now process the lumber of the land to be used in the    

construction of buildings on site.  

 We are excited to be a small part of what is going on down there.  Part of our vision is to reproduce 

cities of refuge for broken men and their families; to help “plant” and replicate what the Lord has done here at 

Dunklin.  This comes in various ways, but we are always eager to witness God moving and creating                  

opportunities for men to live a new life, a pure and abundant life! 

 

Pura Vida! 
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