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The picture above is from our annual ‘Turkey Bowl’ on Thanksgiving Day, which is a football game played between the staff 
and men in training versus the students in the program.  This has turned out to be one of the much anticipated events     
during the year, and one that gives the students great excitement, not only during the game, but in the few weeks leading 
up to the event as well.  It is all played in fun, but being men, a hint of competitiveness slips out here and there.  “Smack 
talking”    begins in early November as each side sizes the other up and commits to establishing an identity of ‘gridiron     
professionals’, which almost led to the NFL ranks at one time in our lives.  It’s actually quite humorous, and we have a lot of 
fun with it.   
 
This year, the staff team was up four touchdowns to three with 5 minutes left on the clock and receiving the ball in a kickoff.  
The plan was simple - receive the kick, work the clock, and walk out of the game with the victory. We were poised to take 
home the ‘turkey trophy’ and maintain our bragging rights for yet another year until it happened....a fumble during the   
reception, which was challenged. “Was he touched before the fumble?”  “Are there even fumbles in touch football?”   The     
official (a staff member) made the call and gave the students the ball and they capitalized on the misfortune, scoring a 
touchdown.  Long story short, when it was all said and done, the students came out with the win, much to the staff’s dismay.  
We will be ok; we quickly licked our wounds and readied ourselves to nurse our ‘emptiness’ with turkey, dressing, gravy, and 
pumpkin pie.  What a beautiful day it was; the weather was perfect, the game was exciting, and, most importantly, the    
fellowship we shared made it all the more special.  We had some good, old-fashioned fun. 
 
What does this have to do with Christmas?  Everything!  This day was a gift and to some of those men, the first of many to 
come in which they were able to enjoy life in an abundant way.  To me, there is no better way to celebrate Thanksgiving; this 
is the way life and holidays should look.  We awoke in our right minds, started with a focus on the Lord, established         
gratitude in our hearts, and played the game with great passion, enjoying it immensely with one another.  Even in the loss 
(for the staff), we won in a big way.  We’ll get ‘em next year! 
 
We hope you have a Merry Christmas!  Enjoy your families, celebrate life in Jesus Christ, and have an awesome time doing it.  
We as a community are extremely grateful for all of you.  Thank you for being a part of the Dunklin family. 
 
Merry Christmas!  Thanks be to God for His ‘Indescribable Gift.’  - II Corinthians 9:15 
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