
      

     The guys pictured above are in the program here at Dunklin right now.  They have a tremendous opportunity 
this year to give their wives, children, and families an incredible, life-altering gift.   A gift that has evaded them for 
the most part over the course of their lives and that others have craved from them.  This gift does not come    
without an incredible cost; a cost that was paid for each of them as individuals, but it costs them as well as they 
reciprocate what was done for them.  This gift loves without boundaries, it selflessly denies, it dies in order that 
others can live.  This gift that I am hinting at is the incredible gift of authentic manhood.  This gift was first    
demonstrated by our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Let us recall that He said of Himself in John 10:10,  

“I have come that they may have life.”  
 

     He lived His life clearly aware of the fact that His purpose was to give up His life as a loving sacrifice to the 
“world” so that we may live in an incomprehensible, exceeding way.  The beauty of this gift is that it doesn’t stop 
as we receive it, but it keeps on giving and growing as we share it. 
 
     Once a man sincerely opens this gift of life, a heart is replaced, desires change, and, ultimately, lives around us 
are impacted in an amazing way.  Paul, in speaking to the Corinthians, said,  

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, live like men, be strong!  Let everything you do be done in love.”  
 

     Just imagine if each of these men share this gift without reservation.  How many lives will be affected?  
Attached to each one of these men there are people – a wife, a child, a Mom, a Dad, a brother, a sister - whom are 
waiting in expectation for this man to share this gift of life that has been deposited into him.  Our prayer is that 
each family represented will have a Christmas that they will never forget as these men pass on what has been giv-
en to them and offer the gift of manhood, sacrificially, selflessly, and lovingly.  We are excited to realize that there 
will be children this year who experience a Christmas unlike any other as they will be given a gift that is price-
less….a healthier Dad.  A Dad who loves the Lord and loves the people around him. 
 
May all of you have a Merry Christmas!  You are greatly appreciated! 
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