
“ Has anyone told you ? ”  
                                                                                                                                                                                       

   

All of us have someone in our lives who has impacted us in a great way.  I believe God places these people in our lives to       
demonstrate to us what His character looks like in the physical.   His attributes and nature are clearly seen by the way these      
individuals interact with others and how they live their lives.  We witness the fruit of His Spirit in them as they do their best 
to emulate and glorify their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   Although these people are not without flaws and blemishes, they 
help set things straight in this world; they help us “see” clearly the love of the Father, the extreme measures He goes to in 
order to  captivate our hearts, and they are used by Him to help us uncover the great purpose He has for us.  We find       
ourselves following them, but looking back, we realize that they were used in a powerful way by God to draw us unto Him.  
They leave a lasting, eternal mark on many and a spiritual legacy that has ramifications we may never fully grasp. 
 
The person who I am thinking of as I write this is “Brother Mickey”.  For numerous reasons he has been on my heart, but 
being August, and close to the day of his graduation to glory, it makes the memory of his life more apparent.  Of all the men 
I have had the privilege of knowing in my lifetime, there are none who compare to him as far as the widespread impact that 
was left behind because of the love of Christ that was in him.  He was a great example of someone who was willing to step 
out in faith, trusting the divine urging of the Holy Spirit into an unknown place that could not be seen in the physical.  He 
loved the worst of ‘sinners’ and by God’s grace built a ‘city of refuge’ where men could come to be redeemed, reconciled, 
unto Him.  It is hard to fathom the number of men, marriages, and families that have been restored over the years because 
of one man’s obedience.  Brother Mickey creatively labeled these men as ‘Jewels from the Devil’s Junkpile.’  I am one of 
these men – rescued from myself, brought to Dunklin, came to know Christ, and received the opportunity to live.  Because 
of God working through Brother Mickey, I now live a transformed life unto Christ. I am forever grateful. 
 
His last words that he spoke to me will never be forgotten.  We, the elders of Dunklin, were all spending our last moment 
with him as a team.  He was in bed at the time and we were all circled around him.  I can remember all of us praying with 
him for a bit and the praying led to singing.  Eventually, we shared a last hug with him.   As I bent over and embraced him, 
he whispered into my ear, “I’m proud of you, son.”  I hear those words in my soul when life gets difficult and the road is 
filled with obstacles.  They offer me encouragement and a steady direction to keep going no matter the situation.   
 
Brother Mickey always had a lead-in question with people and those of you that knew him are familiar with what I’m  
speaking of.  He would ask, “Has anyone told you today?”  Shortly after, no matter our response really, he would smile and 
say, “ I love you!” There is nothing better than to have someone in your life who is proud of you and who loves you.  I      
encourage all of you to breathe these words to someone in your life today.  Let them know that you love them and you are 
proud of them.  Believe me, they need to hear it. 
 

You are loved! 
 
 
 
 
 

Nick 

3342 SW HOSANAH LANE, OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974  
772.597.2841 | WWW.DUNKLIN.ORG 



THANK YOU! 
 
We wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of you whom have given so generously this year.  In March and April, we 
had no idea how this pandemic would affect us here at Dunklin.   I’m sure all of you can  identify with that  sentiment as 
none of us have managed to go unscathed from this COVID-19 dilemma.  It has changed the way we operate and think 
about situations.  It has caused us to evolve the way that we do everything, from how we celebrate and worship in 
church, how we ready our kids for school, how we shop for groceries, even how we greet one another.  This really has 
been an unprecedented time.  None of us would have ever imagined at the outset of the year what we would be facing; 
yet, here we are, 5 months later, growing and trusting in the Lord more than ever as we face each new challenge.  
 
In April we made the decision to hold off on bringing new men into the program for 3 weeks.  We then adjusted to           
bringing men under quarantine for 2 weeks at a time before placing them into the dorms.  After doing that for 6 weeks, 
we made the decision to change some of our entry procedures, allowing us to absorb the men who were calling and 
seeking help.  We felt the Lord communicate with us that He has given us a distinct purpose to minister the gospel to 
drug addicts and alcoholics, and that calling doesn’t stop because of adverse circumstances. 
 
Today, we have a total of 50 men in the program and 23 men in training.  We want to say, “Thank you!” to the Lord for   
sending these men to us and to all of you for consistently and generously supporting us.  We firmly believe and operate 
in conjunction with a couple of truths.  One, that the Lord is in control and He will provide, whether it be men to fill the 
beds or finances to support our needs.  Our role is to put our focus on Him and lay hold of His directives each day; He has 
always taken care of us. Two, God uses His people to bridge the gap to meet our budgetary needs.  I, myself, have been 
here for over 20 years and without fail, no matter the scenario, the Lord meets us where we are through stirring the 
hearts of His people. We thank all of you for loving the Lord and having a heart for what He does here at Dunklin.  We 
are grateful that new life flows in this place because of His awesome and transformative grace. In Ezekiel 36 the Lord         
declared to the Israelites, “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your           
impurities and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will  remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” This literally happens within the men whom have been separated unto this 
place called Dunklin.  Thank each of you for investing and having the faith to believe in a loving God doing the impossible 
thing. We are all grateful for the opportunity you have helped create for these men. 
 
 
 

 

 

 


